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CCuummbbeerrllaanndd CCoouunnttyy MMaaiinnee IInnddeexxiinngg DDeeeedd PPrroojjeecctt

SSaammppllee BBoonndd DDeeeedd aanndd TTrraannssccrriippttiioonn bbyy CCaarrooll PP.. MMccCCooyy,, PPhh..DD..

NNaatthhaann PPaarrttrriiddggee ttoo TThhoommaass GGrraayy ((CCuummbbeerrllaanndd DDeeeeddss 11::118822--118844))

Below is a copy of a sample bond from Cumberland County Deeds Volume 1. It relates to the settling of
the town of New Boston (later called Gray.) Thomas Gray, a proprietor of New Boston, needed to
encourage settlement of the new town in back of North Yarmouth. This bond is one of many written. They
all involve stating that the proposed settler gives his bond stating he will settle on the land by a certain
date [1764], have cleared 6 acres of land and brought to English grass or filled for ploughing (sic) and
mowing, build a good dwelling house, and pay 1/60 part to build a Meeting House and arrange to settle a
minister in the town.

The scans below show the deed as it appears in the original large Deed Book Vol. 1 pages 182-184.
These old volumes stored in the attic of the Courthouse, can be retrieved for our indexing project. The
transcription shows original spelling and grammar as best as I can read it. There are often no commas
between names. Capitalization seems random. Words are broken up on two lines with no hyphens.
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Know all men by these Presents, that I, Nathan Partridge of Holliston in the County of Middlesex
and Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, Yeoman, In consideration of the sum of twenty
shillings Lawful Money, paid me by Thomas Gray of Boston in the County of Suffolk and Province
aforesaid, Merchant, the Receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, Do hereby give, grant, sell and
convey to the said Thomas Gray and his Heirs, all that certain Lot of Land situate in the Township of New
Boston (so called) lying, back of North Yarmouth in the County of Cumberland called Lot number Fifty-
seven in the first Division of lands in said Township containing about Sixty Acres. And also one other Lot
of land in the same Township to contain about Sixty Acres more hereafter to be laid out to wit—one of
Hundred and twenty-six Sixty Acre Lots which the Proprietors of said Township have agreed to lay out


