Cumberland County Maine Indexing Deed Project
Sample Agreement Deed and Translation by Carol P. McCoy, Ph.D.

Jonathan Bradbury et al. to each other, Exec. 1765; Recorded 1767 (Cumberland Deeds 6:45-47)

Below is a copy of an agreement deed that does not appear in the Cumberland County Index. The photo
shows the deed as it appears in the original large Deed Book Vol. 6 pages 45-47. These old volumes are
stored in the attic of the Courthouse, but can be retrieved for our indexing project.

The translation shows original spelling and grammar as best as | can read it. There are often no commas
between names. Capitalization seems random. Words are broken up on two lines with no hyphens.

This wordy document is an agreement between the heirs of Theophilus Bradbury (deceased) who want a
legal deed showing that they have partitioned his estate. We don’'t know where the land is, but we know
the parties live in Newbury Port, MA & Falmouth, ME. Reading the first section enables you to read later
sections more easily. The writer has an unusual “A” which looks similar to a small “n.” Even though there
are five parties mentioned, it is considered a quadripartite deed—Samuel Greenleaf’s wife Ann doesn’t
seem to count as a party even though she is mentioned throughout the deed.
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